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Directorate: National Water Resource Planning 

Development of a Reconciliation Strategy for the 
Luvuvhu and Letaba Water Supply System 

STUDY STEERING COMMITTEE – MEETING 1  

Minutes 

DATE: Wednesday, 23 November 2011 
TIME:     10:00 – 13:45 
VENUE: Tzaneen Country Lodge, Tzaneen 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION  
ACTION 

 The Chairperson and Study Manager, Mr Tendani Nditwani (Department of Water Affairs – 
DWA) welcomed all to the first meeting of the Study Steering Committee (SSC) for the 
development of the Luvuvhu and Letaba Water Supply System Reconciliation Strategy (LLRS).  

Mr Nditwani said the objectives of this meeting are to introduce the study and open up a 
communication channel with key stakeholders. (See attached presentation for more information). 

 

   

2. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 

 Mr Nditwani asked all present to briefly introduce themselves to the rest of the members. 

The attendance register can be found at the back of this document. 

The following apologies were received: 

Mr Solly Mabuda, DWA 

Mr Johan van Rooyen, DWA 

Mr Paul Herbst, DWA 

Ms Ndileka Mohapi, DWA 

Ms Smangele Mgquba, DWA 

Mr Ockie van den Berg, DWA 

Ms Shane Naidoo, DWA 

Ms Tovho Nyamande, DWA 

Ms Barbara Weston, DWA 

Ms Nancy Motebe, DWA 

Mr Alson Matukane, DWA 

Ms Lucy Kobe, DWA 

Ms Doris Maumela, DWA 

Mr Kgauta Mokoena, Department of Mineral Resources 

Ms Ethel Sinthumule, Department of Mineral Resources 
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Mr Norman Mariba, Limpopo Department of Local Government and Housing 

Mr Pieter de Witt, Limpopo Department of Agriculture 

Dr Thomas Gyedu-Ababio, SA Parks Board 

Dr Freek Venter, SA Parks Board 

Mr Dries Enslin, Agri Limpopo and Agri Letaba 

Ms Wilma Prinsloo, Transvaal Agricultural Union 

Mr Wandile Nomquphu, Water Research Commission 

Mr Louis van Zyl, Northern Timbers. 

   

3. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  

 The agenda was accepted with minor changes: 

 Time to raise questions for clarity was added after each presentation; and 

 “Questions for clarity” was changed to “Discussion”. 

 

   

4. WHY IS THE DWA DEVELOPING RECONCILIATION STRATEGIES FOR WATER 
SUPPLY SYSTEMS IN SOUTH AFRICA? 

 

a Mr Nditwani started his presentation with the DWA’s mission statement: “A country that uses 
water productively and in a sustainable manner for social and economic activities; in a manner 
that promotes growth, development and prosperity of all people to achieve social justice and 
equity.” 

The Water Resource Planning Process was explained and the sources of information on the 
study area were discussed. The attached presentation provides more information. 

These sources of information were the forerunners of Catchment Management Strategies which 
identified the need for more detailed studies such as Reconciliation Strategy Studies. 

 

   

5 OVERVIEW OF THE LUVUVHU AND LETABA SYSTEM  

a Mr Nditwani also presented an overview of the study area which is one of the driest regions in 
the country. It has about 1.8 million people of which over 80% can be described as rural. See the 
attached presentation for the key characteristics of the study area.  

 

b Mr Louis van Rooyen (Groot Letaba Water User Association) asked if the 5 million m
3
/a transfer 

from the Nandoni Dam to users in the stressed Middle Letaba River System is used for primary 
consumption. 

Mr Nditwani confirmed that he is correct and said the Middle Letaba System needs much more 
water than is currently available.  

 

c Mr Isaac Nyatlo (DWA) asked why only three development centres (Thohoyandou, Giyani and 
Tzaneen) were included for the purposes of this study. What about the rest of the study area. 

Mr Nditwani said major developments are taking place in these three towns as well as 
developments in other towns all over the study area which will not be ignored. Development 
takes place not just in the mining and industrial sectors. The municipalities in the study area 
must come forward and become part of this study. 

 

 

 

Municipalities 

d Mr Nyatlo asked if farm dams will be included in this study. 

Mr Nditwani confirmed that farm dams will be included in the study, because farm dams have 
impacts on the water availability.  
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e Mr Nyatlo proposed that the project team look at the possibility of connecting the Klein Letaba 
River System with the under-performing Middle Letaba Dam in order to increase its yield. 

Mr Nditwani confirmed that the study will investigate this possibility. 

Project Team 

f Mr Louis van Rooyen said the DWA’s process to register all water users has not yet been 
finalised in this catchment. 

 

g Mr Louis van Rooyen proposed that the Limpopo River should also form part of this study and 
augmentation from the Limpopo should be investigated.  

Mr Nditwani said the Limpopo River is jointly managed by South Africa, Botswana, Zimbabwe 
and Mozambique through a body called LIMCOM. A Scoping Study on the entire Limpopo Basin 
was already completed by LIMCOM. A comprehensive study on the Limpopo Basin to be 
undertaken through LIMCOM will start in 2012 that will include all four basin states.  

 

h Mr Zakes Masilana (DWA) suggested this study should also look at new dam sites in the Letaba 
System. 

Project Team 

6 APPROACH TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE LUVUVHU AND LETABA 
RECONCILIATION STRATEGY 

 

a Mr Pieter van Rooyen (Study Leader of the Project Team) discussed the approach to be followed 
in developing the LLRS. The main milestones for the LLRS will be the Preliminary Screening 
Workshop in April 2012; a Preliminary Reconciliation Strategy in April 2013; the Final Screening 
Workshop in February 2014 and the Final Reconciliation Strategy in June 2014. See the 
attached presentation for more information. 

A practical strategy is only possible if it is based on reliable data and information. The sharing of 
information, data and planning is vital. The legitimate water needs for public and commercial 
development projects must be built into scenarios and the strategy. 

The project team will appreciate any contribution from SSC members to make the strategy a 
success. 

 

b Mr Nditwani explained that the Preliminary Reconciliation Strategy which will be available in April 
2013 will give an indication of what the final product will look like.  

 

c Ms Ledile Mashilwane (Office of the Limpopo Premier) asked if the study will look at the growth 
points in Limpopo. 

Ms Hanli du Plessis (Office of the Limpopo Premier) added that these growth points (26 places in 
Limpopo are classified as growth points) fall under the Limpopo Employment Growth and 
Development Plan (LEGDP). 

Mr Nditwani said this document will be studied by the project team. The DWA does, however, 
always participate when provincial growth points are identified, because the DWA must first 
investigate if sufficient water is available for future development.  

 

 

 

 

 

Project Team 

d Mr Hannes Enslin (Northern Timbers) asked if Forestry and Agriculture are being treated at the 
same level as other industries. 

Mr Nditwani responded that the Groot Letaba River Water Development Project consisting of the 
building of the Nwamitwa Dam, the raising of the Tzaneen Dam and building a potable water 
supply system is in the planning stage moving towards implementation. The aims of this project 
are to: 

 Improve water supplies to communities in the southern part of the Mopani District (which 
includes Tzaneen); 

 Improve the water availability for the ecological system in the Groot Letaba River; 

 Enable the establishment of resource poor farmers; and 
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 Stabilise commercial irrigation. 

Mr Nditwani said the DWA hopes that this study will provide more information in order for the 
DWA to take informed decisions regarding water resource planning. 

Mr Pieter van Rooyen said planning information from the Limpopo province will be captured in 
the models and scenarios will be built around them to investigate all options available for future 
growth. 

Mr Bernie Badenhorst (DWA) said the Limpopo Department of Agriculture is investigating ways 
of finding water for resource poor farmers but not for commercial farmers. He urged the 
commercial farmers to contact Pieter de Witt at the Department of Agriculture and to get involved 
with the Department of Agriculture. 

e Ms Welly Serogole (Office of the Limpopo Premier) asked if the water supply backlog will be 
addressed by this study. 

Mr Pieter van Rooyen explained that this study does not service the backlog or draw up practical 
solutions to end the backlog. The study will, however, factor the backlog into its calculations and 
add the water requirements of the backlog. 

Mr Solly Manyaka (Project Team) added that this study is a strategic initiative on a high level that 
does not cater for local practical solutions at this stage. 

 

   

7 FUNCTIONS OF THE STUDY STEERING COMMITTEE  

 Mr André Joubert (Project Team) gave a brief overview of what is expected of the SSC 
members. He discussed the objectives of the SSC, the roles and responsibilities of SSC 
members as well as some practical arrangements. All the relevant information can be found in 
the Terms of Reference for SSC members that will again be sent to all members as well as the 
attached presentation. 

 

   

8 ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LUVUVHU AND LETABA STUDY STEERING 
COMMITTEE 

 

 Mr Manyaka asked the meeting to nominate additional organisations or people who should be 
part of this SSC. Various suggestions were made and it was decided to send the draft list of 
members to all, together with the draft minutes so that suggestions and additions can be made. 

The following changes and additions to this SSC were suggested: 

 Separate agriculture and forestry on the list; 

 Reduce the number of DWA head office officials; 

 Reduce the number of DWA Limpopo officials; 

 Add the National Department of Rural Development and Land Reform; 

 Add the Chamber of Mines; 

 Add individual mines in the catchment; 

 Add Catchment Forums; and 

 Add more representatives from the Luvuvhu Water Supply System. 

 

   

9 GENERAL  

 No points were added under General.  
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10 WAY FORWARD  

 Mr Nditwani highlighted the following points: 

 The list for the SSC needs to be finalised. 

 The preliminary screening workshop for all SSC members that will take place on 25 April 
2012. A summary of possible options and schemes for reconciliation that resulted from 
the literature review will be presented and water resource management issues and 
concerns will be identified. Schemes and options will be selected and prioritised for 
evaluation in the study. 

 Communication will be an on-going activity to disseminate information on the LLRS. It 
will be the responsibility of SSC members to inform their organisations and inform their 
top management. A website will be set up and all relevant and updated information will 
be available on this site. DWA officials can be invited to make presentations on the 
LLRS. 

Cooperation is essential to develop a coherent Reconciliation Strategy. 

 

   

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING   

 The next SSC meeting will be on Wednesday, 25 April 2012.  

   

12 CLOSURE  

 Mr Nditwani thanked all members for attending the meeting.  
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Attendance Register – 23 November 2011 
 
Mr M P Lekoana  TEL (015) 284-5000   
Department of Corporative Governance, Human  FAX (015) 295-4700   
Settlement & Traditional Affairs  CELL 082 081 1820   
P O Box 2671    
LEBOWAKGOMO 0737  
 
EMAIL: LekoaneMP@limdlgh.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Phineas Lekoana  TEL (015) 284 5000   
Department of Local Government and Housing  FAX (086) 656-8561   
P O Box 2671  CELL 082 081 1820   
LEBOWAKGOMO 0737    
 
EMAIL: lekoanamp@limdlgh.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Peter Mohosoa    
Department of Mineral Resource    
EMAIL: peter.mohosoa@dmr.gov.za  
 

 
Ms Shirley Mathe  TEL (012) 317 8300   
Department of Minerals Resources  FAX (012) 320 6786   
Private Bag X59    
PRETORIA 0001    
 
EMAIL: shirley.mathe@dmr.gov.za  
 

 
Mrs Marcia Mofokeng    
Department of Water Affairs    
Tzaneen   
 
EMAIL: mofokengm3@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Ms Gladys Makhado    
Production Scientist    
Department of Water Affairs   
 
EMAIL: khaphatheg@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Jakkie Venter  TEL (015) 307 3627/8600   
Area Manager: Limpopo Province  FAX (015) 307 3823   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 808 5822   
Private Bag X4012    
TZANEEN 0850  
 
EMAIL: venterj@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Willem du Toit  TEL (015) 290 1262   
Assistant Director: Groundwater  FAX 086 273 5400   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 808 6386   
P O Box 118    
POLOKWANE 0700  
 
EMAIL: Dutoitw2@dwa.gov.za  
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Mr Israel Raphalalani  TEL (015) 812 0090   
Assistant Director: ISD Water Resource Management  FAX (015) 818 2889   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 808 0416   
Private Bag X9506    
POLOKWANE 0700  
 
EMAIL: RaphalalaniI@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Bernie Badenhorst  TEL (015) 290 1218   
Chief Engineer: Planning and Development Regional  FAX (015) 295 3250   
Office  CELL 083 627 5912   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)    
Private Bag X9506  
POLOKWANE 0700  
 
Email: BadenhorstB@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Witold Jezewski  TEL (012) 336 8160   
Deputy Chief Engineer: Water Services Planning and  FAX (012) 336 8295   
Information  CELL 082 412 4737   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 809 5609   
Private Bag X313  
PRETORIA 0001  
 
Email: jezewskiw@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Andries Munzhedzi  TEL (015) 290 1200   
Deputy Director  FAX (015) 295 3249   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 809 2160   
Water Use Management    
Private Bag X9506  
POLOKWANE 0700  
 
Email: MunzhedziA@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Rufus Nengovhela  TEL (012) 336 7886/7854   
Directorate: RDM  FAX 086 587 3978   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 084 738 7910   
Private Bag X313    
PRETORIA 0001  
 
Email: NengovhelaR@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Pieter Viljoen  TEL (012) 336 7514   
Directorate: Water Resource Planning Systems  FAX (086) 620-6472   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 808 0497   
 Private Bag X313    
PRETORIA 0001  
 
Email: viljoenp2@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Ms Sanet van Jaarsveld  TEL (012) 336 7284   
Engineer: Options Analysis  FAX (012) 336 7399   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 079 510 8523   
Private Bag X313    
PRETORIA 0001  
 
Email: vanjaarsvelds@dwa.gov.za  
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Rabodiba Teballo    
Legal Admin Officer    
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)   
 
EMAIL: rabodibat@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Tendani Nditwani  TEL (012) 336 8189   
National Water Resource Planning  FAX (012) 336 8295   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 888 5113   
Private Bag X313    
PRETORIA 0001  
 
EMAIL: nditwanit@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Zakes Masilana  TEL (015) 812-0090   
Planning Manager  CELL 082 809 5129   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)    
Private Bag 9677    
GIYANI 0826  
 
EMAIL: masilanaz@dwa.co.za  
 

 
Mr Thokozani Ntuli    
Scientist    
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)    
 
EMAIL: ntulitz@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Isaac Nyatlo  TEL (015) 290-1357   
Scientist Manager  FAX (015) 295-3249   
Department of Water Affairs (DWA)  CELL 082 805 6384   
P O Box 15239    
FLORA PARK 0699  
 
EMAIL: nyatloi@dwa.gov.za  
 

 
Mr Solly Manyaka  TEL (012) 602 0502    
Kaleo Consulting  FAX (086) 602-0302   
P O Box 73110  CELL 079 505 6684   
LYNNWOOD RIDGE 0040    
 
EMAIL: smanyaka@kaleoconsulting.co.za  
 

 
Mr Hendrick  Monama    
Plant Superintendent    
Lepelle Northern Water   
 
EMAIL: hendrickm@lepelle.co.za  
 

 
Mr Levy Majadebodu    
Plant Superintendent    
Lepelle Northern Water    
 
EMAIL: levym@lepelle.co.za  
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Ms Motlalepula Mphacha    
Regional Manager    
Lepelle Northern Water    
 
EMAIL: motlalepulam@lepelle.co.za  
 

 
Mr Gustav van Veijeren  FAX (015) 386 8753   
Vice Chairman  CELL 083 271 1114   
Letaba Water Use Association    
P O Box 299    
LETSITELE 0885  
 
EMAIL: grvv@mweb.co.za  
 

 
Mr Louis van Rooyen  TEL (015) 345 1817     
Chairman  FAX (015) 345 1783     
Letaba Water Users Association  CELL 083 627 6007     
P O Box 70    
LETSITELE 0885  
 
EMAIL: info@agriletaba.co.za  
EMAIL: ljvanrooyen@mweb.co.za  
 

 
Mr Andre Venter  TEL (015) 307 2651   
Executive Officer  FAX (015) 307 2651   
Letaba Water Users Association  CELL 082 680 7000   
P O Box 1220    
TZANEEN 0850  
 
EMAIL: lwgv@absamail.co.za  
 

 
Mr Hannes Enslin    
Planning Forester    
Northern Timbers (Pty) Ltd   
 
EMAIL: hannese@merensky.co.za  
 

 
Ms Ledile Mashilwane  TEL (015) 287 6030   
Office of the Premier  FAX (015) 295 8322   
P O box 4492  CELL 072 232 8142   
POLOKWANE 0700    
 
EMAIL: ledile.mashilwane@gmail.com  
 

 
Ms Hanli du Plessis  TEL (015) 287-6030   
General Manager: Intergared and Planning  CELL 082 774 7297   
Office of the Premier    
P O Boc 4492    
POLOKWANE 0700  
 
EMAIL: duplessish@premier.limpopo.gov.za  
 

 
Ms Welly Serogole    
Manager    
Office of the Premier   
 
EMAIL: serogolew@premier.limpopo.gov.za  
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Ms Laetitia Botha    
Secretary    
Politsi GWS (Tzaneen Irrigation Board)    
 
EMAIL: laetitiab@westfalia.co.za  
 

 
Mr Philé Van Zyl  TEL (015) 395 8212   
Additional Member  FAX (015) 395 2092   
Sand River Water Users Forum/Bertie van Zyl (Pty) Ltd  CELL 083 627 8528   
P O Box 19    
MOOKETSI 0825  
 
EMAIL: limpopowater@gmail.com  
 

 
Mr Jacques Venter  TEL (013) 735 3546   
Lower Olifants Forum  FAX (013) 735 3544   
South African National Parks    
Private Bag X1021    
PHALABORWA 1390  
 
EMAIL: jacques.venter@sanparks.org  
 

 
Mr Pieter van Rooyen  TEL (012) 346 3496   
WRP Consulting Engineers (Pty) Ltd  FAX (012) 346 9956   
P O Box 1522  CELL 082 321 3446   
BROOKLYN SQUARE 0075    
 
EMAIL: pieterv@wrp.co.za  
 

 
Mr Manie Maré  TEL (012) 346 3496   
WRP Consulting Engineers (Pty) Ltd  FAX (012) 346 9956   
P O Box 1522  CELL 082 3269378   
 BROOKLYN SQUARE 0075    
 
EMAIL: maniem@wrp.co.za  
 

 
Mr Willem Wegelin  TEL (012) 346 3496   
WRP Consulting Engineers (Pty) Ltd  FAX (012) 346 9956   
P O Box 1522  CELL 083 447 7999   
BROOKLYN SQUARE 0075    
 
EMAIL: willemw@wrp.co.za  
 

 
 
Mr André Joubert  TEL (011) 207 2077   
Zitholele Consulting (Pty) Ltd  FAX 086 676 9950   
P O Box 6002  CELL 079 505 3763   
HALFWAY GARDENS 1685    
 
EMAIL: andrej@zitholele.co.za  
 

 


